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Resolution 1978-03-16 
 
NON- TOXIC SHOT 
 
WHEREAS, in 1976 the Secretary of the Interior on advice from the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service made the decision to require the use of non-toxic shot for waterfowl hunting on areas where 
losses from lead poisoning were critical, and starting that year in the Atlantic Flyway, the implementation 
of use of non-toxic or steel shot has taken place, after consultation with the states, in the Central and 
Mississippi Flyways; and this year the use of steel shot in the United States will be finalized by inclusion 
of the Pacific Flyway; and 
 
WHEREAS, understandably there has been extensive debate over the requirement for use of non-toxic 
loads by hunters, hunter organizations, and other interested parties; and 
 
WHEREAS, the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has continued to be deeply 
interested in and concerned about the loss of waterfowl to lead poisoning and has supported the use of 
non-toxic shot to reduce these needless losses for several years; and, furthermore, believes that the 
decision to implement or not to implement non-toxic shot requirements in the United States is a biological 
decision by the Fish and Wildlife Service in cooperation with the states based on their research and 
determination of alternatives; and  
 
WHEREAS, that the Congress may choose to impede that decision by resorting to restrictions on 
appropriations is of great concern to the I.A.F.W.A. since the problems that would result from such action 
in the fields of future research and law enforcement would seriously affect the overall management of 
migratory waterfowl in the United States; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
at its annual convention in Baltimore, September 13, 1978, strongly urges that the 1979 Interior and 
Related Agencies Appropriation Act not contain language that would restrict the Fish and Wildlife Service 
in its overall administration of the nontoxic shot program. 
 
 
Adopted September 13, 1978 
Baltimore, Maryland  
 
